Regarding the subject that brings us together to-night, the Royal Medical Benevolent College, you all of you, as I have already said, know more than I do. The only complaint I have to make is that the adjectives in the title are superabundant, and I think it would be better if we dropped them altogether. There may be technicalities which prevent you dropping the adjectives, but I think it would be better if you called it Epsom College, with "Royal Medical Foundation" in brackets beneath. So long a name is the reverse of advantageous?even the boys themselves dislike it. Epsom College is about the same length as Eton College, and I see no reason why Epsom College should not rise to the same height of distinction as any among the secondary schools of the Kingdom. You have the statistics of the college before you so that I need not go into detail, but the facts are these: There is the foundation?I leave out the pensioners for I don't quite know how they became connected with the college?there are 50 exhibition scholarships which have to be maintained, and there are the other children of medical men, and of those who are not doctors, to be provided for. The expenditure represents about ?6,000 a year, and the fixed income not being one-third of that amount it is quite obvious that considerable sums of money are needed from outside sources.
Indeed, when I think of the task which the treasurer has to face, and the manner in which he does it, I feel that if anything were to happen to Sir Michael Hicks-Beach in the present condition of the national finances, I should wish our treasurer to succeed him.
(" Hear hear " and laughter.) These are points, however, with which I have no practical acquaintance, but I can tell you something of the school itself, because I am a near neighbour. (Hear, hear.) I take the greatest interest in this school, and am privileged to attend their matches and even their speech-days. I am privileged to know some of the lads as they pass through the school, and nowhere will you see finer lads than those of Epsom College. (Hear, hear.) I do not believe that any who are conversant with the school curriculum and with the position which the boys hold could refrain from giving it their enthusiastic support. (Hear, hear.) But that is personal evidence. Considering the nature and conditions of the college, and how closely it is allied to the medical profession, we have some right to ask for a larger support from the public and from the profession. From the profession first and also from those who are benefited by it. (Hear, hear.) I think we are a little apt to imitate the devil, in the characteristic couplet of which we know the refrain: " The devil was sick, the devil a saint would be"?and then the next line points out, in language almost profane, that when the devil got better he changed his mind. (Laughter.) I do not wish to associate us poor mortals with so eminent or so sinister a person, nor do I take the exact line of the couplet, but I do feel that when the human being is well he is apt to forget to whom it is he owes it that he is well.
There It was she who set the ball rolling, and she had applied all her influence and force to it for more than fifty years. The history of the school read like a romance ; the cause lay in the hearts of some half-dozen brave and devoted women whose efforts were at last successful when the doors of the Royal Free Hospital were thrown open to them, and they were admitted to full clinical courses. Since then the record had been one of continual progress. It had been said that if there was one woman who with serious purpose really desired to study medicine with the intention of making it the profession of her life, the case was entirely made out. The experience of the past 25 years had shown that there was a real need for women as doctors ; the cause was bound to succeed, for it was founded on right and justice.
Mrs. Garrett Anderson, M.D., dean of the school, said:? I have been thinking for many years of the debt which we Englishwomen owe to American women.
They inspired Elizabeth Blackwell. But it is not so much for what they have done in freeing women as for the magnificent way in which they conducted themselves; for their extraordinary dignity in carrying on this campaign. If they had been less dignified our cause might have been wrecked. We had three objections to overcome ; first, people doubted whether women could study medicine; secondly, whether they would have the courage to practise; and, thirdly, whether the women of England would care to have them. These questions, she said, had all been settled, and it had been, on the whole, rather a good thing that the choice of examining bodies was so limitted; they had to go to the highest, and the largest number had chosen the London University. Twenty-four students passed in November last. They owed a very great deal to the New Hospital for Women, where there were opportunities of seeing extremely difficult surgical operations performed. With regard to the admission of patients, the difficulty there was to pick out the most suitable ones, and if the hospital were three times the size it would be always full. Its success was largely due to the teaching the women received at the Royal Free both in lectures and in practical work in the wards. A great deal of the teaching was done in the laboi'atories. First-rate laboratories were an absolute necessity. There was a debt on the school, and they had to compete with very highly endowed schools ; if they were to succeed they could not raise their charges very much. She had promises of endowments for anatomy and physiology, and she greatly desired to have one for chemistry. It That hospital had certainly led the way in the treatment of the peculiar disease it was founded to combat, and now, owing to the greater knowledge science had revealed, it was desirable they should not be satisfied with remaining as they were, but should endeavour further to adopt the latest known means for the prevention and treatment of this dreadful disease. The sub-committee had made a report in pursuance of which the governors and subscribers had been called together that day, and they hoped that, by bringing their scheme in its present state before the public, they would receive the generous support for which they were appealing' They were not going in for an elaborate architectural design. Mr. Hall, the architect, had prepared a plan from which it would be seen that he had, as far as possible, and at a comparatively moderate cost, endeavoured to provide all the arrangements required for outdoor treatment. The estimate was a very moderate one indeed. It was not to be supposed for a moment that the sanatorium would be a distinct establishment.
The committee were practically unanimous in the desire to carry on the hospital under the general rules of management which had hitherto proved so efficient. The branch would be an accessory to it, working through this hospital, and not separately from it. He felt satisfied they were going forward in a good work, and that they had the sympathy and ought to have the help of the entire" community.
Major-General Eaton said that for many years they had been sending patients to various convalescent homes, and the committee had come to the conclusion that they ought now to have one of their own. Dr. Acland, Dr. Maguire, and Dr. Horton Smith also advocated the scheme, the last-named mentioning that they frequently had cases in the out-p atient department which' might be saved if sent at once to a country branch, but in which the condition after six weeks or two months' waiting was so much worse as to make them hopeless as regarded,' cure.
Mr. E. T. Hall, the architect, then explained his plans,.
after which Lord Deeby announced that he had received a promise of ?1,000 from one who wished to remain anonymous.
A vote of thanks to the Chairman brought the proceedingsto a close.
